GLEBELANDS SCHOOL SKI TRIP
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OUTWARD JOURNEY - 13 April


LEAVE HEATHROW
1710hrs

ARRIVE BOSTON

1940hrs
RETURN JOURNEY - 19/20 April


LEAVE BOSTON

2140hrs

ARRIVE HEATHROW
0910hrs
GENERAL INFORMATION

Behaviour

Glebelands is proud of the high standard of behavior that is exhibited by its’ students on trips and it is therefore expected that those high standards will be maintained on the 2014 ski trip.

We have become accustomed to receiving compliments on the general good behavior and manners shown by our students.

Our contract with Visions in Education contains the following extract:

“Groups must conduct themselves in a reasonable manner throughout the ski course and comply strictly with all the laws, customs and regulations including those enforced by hotels / apartments / airline / coach operators and Visions in Education. Any damage caused to property being used by the Company will be the sole responsibility of that person/group.”
Through the week students must show common sense and good manners at all times. Any bad behavior, showing off, bad language, disobeying instructions, etc that brings the group into disrepute or members of the group into danger will be dealt with very firmly.
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Smoking and Drinking

[image: image5.wmf]Under no circumstances will students be allowed to smoke or have alcoholic drinks during the time we are away. It is illegal in the USA under 21.

Mobile Phones and other devices
It is appreciated that a variety of electronic mobile devices are now part of everyday life.  Any taken on the trip are done so at students own risk.  A "Valuable Items" form should be completed before the trip and handed to a member of staff.
Any emergencies will be dealt with by staff following the School procedures.
Luggage
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You can take one normal sized case (23kg) and one piece of hand luggage (10kg).  Make sure your luggage complies with Virgin Airlines guidelines on size.  Fill in and attach a baggage label to your case. It is a long journey,  therefore, remember to pack the things that you need on the journey in your hand luggage. Please remember it is your responsibility to make sure that your luggage is packed by you.

Clothes for travel


Clothes for the journey should be comfortable and reasonably smart; no torn jeans, offensive shirts, etc. Remember the whole journey is about 14 hours.

USEFUL THINGS TO TAKE

For use on the journey and during the week in Jay Peak

•
Personal stereo (not allowed when skiing)

•
Cards and/or small games

•
Small repair kit (needle, thread, safety pins, etc)

•
Personal first aid kit (plasters, tape, antiseptic cream, moleskin)

•
English money for use on the plane and at Heathrow

•
Books and magazines

•
Small back pack to use each day when out skiing

•
Lift pass holder

•
Camera

•
Ski clips (for keeping skis together)

•
Small torch

PASSPORT

All students will travel on their own passport. These will be collected  in  when we arrive in America.  On arrival at the resort they will be put in the hotel safe for the duration of the stay.

IMMIGRATION FORMS

A copy of your ESTA number has already been sent to Visions in Education.  Please make sure you have a copy of your application approval with your passport.  
OUR ADDRESS IN USA

We will be staying at the New Stateside Hotel in Jay Peak Resort which is in the north of Vermont. Please do not try to contact your son/daughter whilst they are away.

[image: image7.wmf]If there is an urgent need to contact the group please use the Emergency Contact numbers provided.

ACCOMMODATION

The hotel is in the resort of Jay Peak. The accommodation is of a high standard for school groups and it is, therefore, vital that students respect their surroundings. All of the rooms will have private facilities.  Generally the rooms will have 2 Queen sized beds which are shared.
Damage Report

One of the first jobs for members of each room to do is a thorough check of the room and complete the Damage Report Form noting any damage or breakages. A copy of the report for each room is given to the tour operators’ representative to prevent any previous damage being attributed to the occupants of that room at the end of the trip

Fire Drill

[image: image8.wmf]We will insist on a compulsory fire drill as soon as possible after arrival. Students will be advised on escape routes and assembly points. All students must familiarize themselves with the information sheet “POSITIVE ACTION IN THE EVENT OF FIRE.”

House Rules

In order to maintain the high standard of the accommodation, the following In House Rules” must be adhered to at all times:

•
The occupants of that room must pay for any damage in a room

•
Drinking alcohol and smoking, by students, is not allowed anywhere in the hotel; especially not in the bedrooms

•
The occupants must keep rooms tidy.

•
Rooms are not to be used for socialising by people other than the occupants

•
No running in corridors, on stairs or in public rooms.

•
Noise must be kept to a minimum at all times and after ten o’clock NO noise must be audible from bedrooms, corridors or public rooms.

•
Hotel rules on ski and boot storage must be kept to.

•
If the room has a balcony, it MUST NOT be used after dark.

•
All students MUST familiarize themselves with the fire drill procedure of the hotel. (Check notice board for details).

•
Check the Visions in Education notice board daily for any updates on “In House Rules”

THE SKI-ING
[image: image9.wmf]Students who have skied before will be well aware of the hazards of the mountain environment and that it is important to have the correct clothing. Jackets and sallopettes are expensive items to buy especially if you are a young first time skier who is growing quickly.

Basic requirements

Jacket, salopettes, helmet, gloves, goggles, sunglasses, polo-neck tops, socks, sun-cream, lip-salve. All skiers are advised to wear lots of thin layers rather than one or two thick ones. T-shirts, sweatshirts, cycling shorts and thermal underwear are all useful items to pack. Work on the adage if you’ve got it on you can take it off if you get hot; if you haven’t got it with you then it can’t be put on.

Ski Lessons

[image: image10.wmf]These will take place from Monday to Friday inclusively. On each day students will have 2 two and a half hour lessons with the local ski / snowboard school. Students will not ski or board outside of these lesson times. When in lessons pay attention to the instructor. Always make a mental note of the run you are on in case you get separated or an accident occurs and help is needed. Never ski / board alone.

Lift Pass

Lift passes are very expensive and without one you cannot get into any of the lifts. The one the students will be using costs about £85 for five days. If it is lost a new one will have to be purchased at the local rate in the resort.  Equipment waiver forms will need to be completed before departure.

INSURANCE

The insurance for this trip is included and provides comprehensive winter sports cover. A copy of the policy will be issued before we travel. It must be taken on the trip and carried at all times.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

There is a fully equipped medical centre in Jay Peak The nearest hospital is about 30 minutes away by ambulance.
POCKET MONEY

We will be looking after some of your son/daughter’s money. During the journey from Boston, participants will be asked to give half their money to staff. This will ensure that they do not lose, or spend, it all in the first couple of days. We ask that this in a plain envelope with the students name and amount enclosed on the outside.  On arrival at the resort the money will be put in the hotel safe.  Later on in the week it will be distributed to the students.  We recommend the amount of money required is between £80 and £100. We shall be carrying extra funds for emergencies.

EVENING ACTIVITIES

A range of activities will be organized and these may include bingo night, snow-cat ride, Karaoke Night, Water Park visit, movie night, Presentation Evening. As these have been paid for all group members will participate. 

All the guidelines and rules are for the safety of everyone in a different and potentially hazardous environment.

REMEMBER

THE INTENTION IS TO HAVE A

FUN-FILLED, EXCITING,

BUSY, ENJOYABLE
BUT

SAFE WEEK.









